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Internet Addiction and its Relation to Symptomatic Personality

Traits Among Children and Adolescents
(A field Study in Aleppo City)

Mohammad Q. Abdullah
Counseling psychologist - University of Aleppo

Abstract

The purpose of the study was to investigate the relationship between Internet addiction
and symptomatic personality traits, gender, and developmental stage among a sample
of children and adolescents in Aleppo City. The sample was selected from elementary
schools in Aleppo for the 4, 5™, 6, grades of children (M=11.6), and 7, 8", 9" grades of
adolescents (M=13.9), and gender (males and females). The sample size was (351) students
(167 males, 184 females). The tools of the study was: Internet Addiction Scale, and the
Clinical Analysis Scale for assessing the symptomatic personality traits.

The results of the study revealed that there is relationship between internet addiction
and: hypochondriasis, agitation, anxiety depression, low energy depression, boredom
and withdrawal, guilt and resentment, psychopathic deviation, psychosthenia, and
Psychological inadequacy. While there was no significant correlation between internet
addiction and: schizophrenia, paranoia and suicidal depression. On the other hand, the
results indicated significant differences between males and female in internet addiction
(among males higher than females), and between children and adolescents (among
adolescents higher than among children).
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