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Abstract

If the graphic contributes in general in understanding the cognitive development of
children, the drawing of a tree is a way to express basic emotions, such as happiness or
sadness by changing the size of the subject drawn and the use of different colors. From
this standpoint, our study compares expressive drawings accomplished by children
aged between 7 and 11 years, and who are coming from two different cultures:
Moroccan and French.

Results of our study show that Moroccan children, unlike French children, do not
change the size of the trees according to their own feelings (happiness, sadness). In
Addition, their use of colors is characterized by the specific features of their culture.
This study concludes that the symbolic use of size and colors in the expressive drawing
of a tree is not about a general psychological process that is likely to be shared between
French culture and Moroccan culture. Actually, the use of these graphic properties in
the drawing discloses the variables and rooted cultural characteristics in the expressive
drawing of a tree.
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