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Towards a Pluralistic Perspective on Knowledge
Growth and its Functioning
Dr. Khabbache Hicham

{Abstract)

The aim of this theoretical study is to exhihit the spectficities of the pluralistic paradigm, iis principles
and its claims. What is at stake here is an attempl to make up for the shoricomings of the one-sided
modals in their perception of knowledge growth and its functioning. We specifically mean Piagei's
modal.

Proponents of the pluralistic paradigm have siressed that the child has a varied psychological self, The
perfonnance of which s marked with inter-individual, intra-individual, inter-contextual and
eriss-cultural variability. Furthermore, the working mechanisms of this self are varied, its growth
pathways are moltiple and its knowledge systems ure flexihle.

Such a thesis as this is a real subversion of the differeni classical theses which claim that the child's
knowledge is achicved through a single, linear and progressive pathway and that the knowledge system
is stereotyped hy ahsolute and universal cognitive structures. This eventually results in a standardized
epistemological self that is the same for all children everywhere. '

Throughout this study, we will attemptl to answer this basic guestion: In what semsc would the
components and characteristics of the pluralistic paradigm allow us o envisage a pluralistic theory of
knowledge acquisition
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