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The Right of Saudi Child to Enroll in Kindergarten in the Light
of the State Efforts and Community Awareness

Nouf Nasser Al-Tamimi
Assistant Professor in Education Foundations
Faculty of Education - Salman bin Abdul-Aziz University, KSA

Abstract

This study aims at revealing the most significant challenges that confront Saudi
child and prevent him from obtaining his right of enrollment in kindergarten, through
the analysis of the state’s efforts concerning the expansion of kindergartens in Saudi
development plans, and knowing the extent of Saudi society's awareness of the
importance of kindergarten.

The study showed a significant delay in the kindergarten care, and despite the
marked improvement in the recent development plans, these efforts have fallen short
from achieving the ambitions. The study also revealed the need for the community to
raise awareness of the importance of kindergarten on both official and popular levels.
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Standardization of Sternberg - Wagner Thinking Styles Inventory on
a Sample of High School Students in Bahrain

Nu’man M. Al-Musawi
Associate Professor- College of Arts- University of Bahrain

Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to standardize the Thinking Styles Inventory
(TSI, Sternberg & Wagner, 1991) and to prepare it for use in the Bahraini environment.
The TSI consists of 65 items measuring the ways that individuals prefer to use while
performing their daily duties.

To achieve this goal, the author translated the TSI items into Arabic, and administered
it to a standardized sample of 500 high school students in the middle adolescence period
(15-17 years) in the Kingdom of Bahrain. The validity and reliability indices were then
calculated for the TSI dimensions and for the whole Scale. Also, measures of central
tendency were computed and performance criteria were established for the standardized
instrument.

As a result, the standardized TSI exhibited high levels of validity and reliability, which
indicate its possible use in Bahrain as an effective tool for psychological and educational
counseling. Modification of teaching and assessment methods in line with the thinking
styles of high school students is also recommended.
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Pre-service Class Teachers' Attitudes Toward Children

Nafez Ahmad Abd Bqaei Taher Mohammad Al-Shalabi
Faculty of Educational Sciences and Arts (UNRWA) Al-Balgaa’ Applied University
Assistant Professor of Educational Psychology Assistant Professor of Educational Psychology
Abstract

The purpose of this study was to identify the attitudes of pre-service class teachers
at the Faculty of Educational Sciences and Arts/ UNRWA toward children, and to
identify whether such attitudes would vary in light of the variables of teacher trainees_
gender, educational level, or accumulative grade point average. To achieve the goals of
the study, a sample consisting of (281) pupils was randomly selected from a population
of (598) pupils. The Attitudes to Children Scale was administered to the study sample.
Results revealed that pre-service class teacher trainees have positive attitudes toward
children. Statistically significant differences were found among attitudes of pre-
service classroom teachers attributed to their gender in favor of the females, and no
statistically significant differences were found on the overall scale pertaining to the
variables of educational level and accumulative point average. However, there were
statistically significant differences on the subscale of the Artitudes to Child Education
Programs as with regards to the trainees_ educational level in favor of first year
students. In addition, statistical significant differences were found on the Attitudes
to Child Nature & Characteristics subscale pertaining to the students_ accumulative
grade point average variable in favor of those students who have obtained excellent
GPA.
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