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The effectiveness of children’s video games designing in developing their creative think-
ing skills
Omar Ibnu Abdelaziz Jemli
Senior Inspector of Primary Schools - Tunisia
Abstract

The aim of the study was to identify the effectiveness of a program in developing creative thinking skills
for a sample of children in the final year of primary school. The sample consisted of 22 children, which was di-
vided into a control group comprising 11 students, and an experimental group that also included 11 students. The
researcher used a program based on videogame design activities that aimed to enable children to design their own
videogames. The Torrance test (the figural form) was used to measure the creative thinking skills as a pre and
post-test.

The Mann Whitney test results indicated the homogeneity of the two groups on the pre-test, while the
means of the creativity skills on the post-test for the experimental group were significantly higher than for those
of the control group.

Keywords: Creativity Education - Creativity Pedagogy - Creativity Development - Training Program - Teacher Training
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Adyvisory opinion on the experimentation protocol to be
conducted Amor Jemli in the context of his PhD studies

To whom it may concemn

I offer this advisory opinion on the experimentation protocol to be conducted Amor Jemli in the context of
his PhD studies. I base this opinion on my expertise within the field and my review of his protocol. I was
awarded Knighthood in 2015 by the Prime Minister of France, Order of Academic Palms, National Order
of France owing to my distinguished contributions to education and research in the field of computer
science. I am a full Professor and Deputy Director of the Computer Science Department at Telecom
SudParis, which is a part of Institut Mines-Telecom, France and the University of Paris-Saclay, France (on
leave until August 2019). I am also the Research Group Leader of ACMES (CNRS Samovar Lab). From
September 2015 to May 2018, I have been a visiting scientist at the Almaden Center of IBM Research. I
am currently an Engineering Manager and Senior Staff Cloud Architect at LG Silicon Valley Lab. I am
known in the field for my research in cloud computing, service-oriented computing, business process
management, workflow management and interoperability, web technologies, and computer-supported
cooperative work. My work has resulted in over a 150 peer-reviewed scholarly articles. I was/am chair of
several mternational conferences and workshops. For all these reasons I am confident that I have the

required experience to provided knowledgeable opinion on the proposed experimentation protocol.

The proposed experimentation protocol consists in the setup of mediation workshops based on creative
computing. It takes place in a larger research conducted by Amor Jemli to demonstrate that the application
of computer-based creative mediation contributes to the development of creative abilities of children. More
specifically as for the experimentation at hand, children aged from 11 to 14 will be requested to design and
implement computerized games for children using the sandbox video game Minecraft on MS Windows,
stationery items, (uncomputerized) traditional games and toys. Minecraft allows players whatever their
age to build with a variety of different blocks in a 3D generated world, requiring creativity from players.

Other supported activities include exploration, resource gathering, crafting, and combat.

The proposed protocol consists in sequence of workshops organized as follows. The first workshop is
dedicated to the use of (uncomputerized) traditional games to allow children to discover that games consist
of components, rules and gaming approaches/positions. In the second workshop, children, organized into
groups of 3 to 4 members, are requested to design games (using provided tools) and evaluate/criticize other
groups’ games. The third workshop introduce Minecraft to the children. In the next eight workshops,
children are faced to eight Minecraft challenges where they will be using the Survival and Creative Modes.
In the following four workshops, the children experiment working in groups to design a game using a
provided Design Document. The last workshop is dedicated to the designed games presentation to an

assessment committee and to the parents as well as the actual evaluation of the designed games.
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The Impact of Using Smart Devices on Bahraini Kindergarten Children’s
Behavioral Problems as Perceived by Parents

Jihan LA. Alumran Manar A. Al-Khalidi
Prof. of Educational Psychology Researcher in Counseling Psychology

Psychology Department- College of Arts - University of Bahrain
Abstract:

The study aimed at identifying the most common behavioral problems among Kindergarten children as a result of using
smart devices as perceived by the parents. The study also sought to investigate the significance differences in the behavioral
problems of preschool children according to gender and percentage of use. The study further aimed to investigate what indepen-
dent variables were able to predict the behavioral problems of the study’s sample. The researchers developed two instruments:
The use of Kindergarten children of Smart Devices and The Behavioral Problems of Kindergarten children as Perceived by
parents The study’s sample consisted of (508) Bahraini boys and girls randomly selected from different kindergartens in Bah-
rain. The results of the study showed that the most prevalent problem was hyperactivity and that (53.1%) of the study’s sample
were using smart devices for more than two hours a day. Finally, the study showed that parental control and the percentage of
using smart devices were able to predict the behavioral problems of the study’s sample. In light of the results, the researchers
proposed a set of recommendations.

Keywords: behavioral problems, kindergarten children, smart devices.
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An Exploratory Study of the Status quo of Playing Electronic Games among Second Grade Students at
Middle Schools in the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia

Alfadhil, Ahmad M. Aljassas, Mazen S.
Department of Sport and Recreation Management Department of Physical Education

College of Sport Sciences and Physical Activity King Saud University

Abstract

This study aimed at exploring the status quo of electronic games use and its impact on recreational sports participation,
among a sample of second grade students at middle schools in the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia. The study includes the start of
playing these games, type of current device used, type of games, internet use for playing, place where playing occurs, playing with
others, number of weekly days and number of playing hours per day, selection of games and their attractions, and reasons for playing
electronic games. A Cluster Random Sampling was used to select 535 participants, most of whom has an electronic device for games.
The study's results indicated an overwhelming majority of the sample own electronic game devices, started playing from an early age
and use the internet for play purposes. Warfare, adventure and sports were mostly favored electronic games, and competition was the
most attractive elements of game selection. Finally, most electronic games players think of limited impact of these games on their
participation in recreational sports activities. Based on the results recommendations for guardians were provided.
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