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Abstract
Children with disabilities in Gulf countries receive considerable sympathy. Such 

sympathy, nevertheless, is not translated into effective educational practices in the form 
of inclusive education. Arab countries in general and Gulf countries in particular have 
experienced form of tension between precipitated modernism and deeply rooted social and 
cultural values and traditions. This is the reason countries which clearly chose to aspire to 
adequate implementation of inclusive education have confronted several challenges related 
to the embedment of inclusive practices in educational policies.  Educational legislation of 
the education of children with disabilities comes on top of these challenges. The current 
study analyzes the educational legislations for children with disabilities in Gulf countries; 
and compares between them and their counterparts in other countries including The 
United States of America where the oldest educational legislation for the education of 
children with disabilities was issued, and the UK as a representative of Europe where 
the social model of disability dominates educational practices. The study aims to show 
the impact of strong educational legislation on transferring public schools into inclusive 
schools. The study presents a set of recommendations for embracing inclusive education 
practices in the Gulf countries. 
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