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Patterns of Socialization and it's Relationship with Depression in Children

A Study on a Jordanian Sample
Khalid Suliman *

Dr. khalid Al - Qudah *#

(Abstract)
Increasingly, awareness of the dangerous consequences of depression has been imtensifying. This
problem has been spread particularly among teenagers and children, After considering recent western
studies, this study has taken place with the main aim of clarifying the correlation between the problem
of depression amoug Jordanian children and their parents practices towards that.
The study has used the survey descriptive methodology to provide accurate and direct information
from which conspicuous conclusions can be drawn. It has used two measuring tools: Kovacs list for
measuring children's depression, and Schaefer measure for parental practices. Information has heen
taken from 211 male students and 208 female stirdents randoruly chosen from governmental schools in
Ajloun governorate.
In general, two cleaves in distinction to one major cenclusion have been drawn. The first cleave avails
the idea of a positive statistical relationship between the discarding and dominating parental practices
and children’s tendency to depression. The second cleave indicates that acceptance and lenient parenial
practices are positively correlated with a decreased level of children's depression.
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The Effectiveness of a Training Program in Improving Mathematics Self-Efficacy and

its Effect of Academic Achievement at a Sample of Fifth Year Elementary School Pupils

Prof. Ramadan Mohamed Ramadan

(Abstract)

The present study aims af invesfigating the effectiveness of a training program in improving Math
self-efficacy beliefs at fifth year elementary school children who are already low in self-efficacy. It also
aitms at recognizing the effect of changing Math self-efficacy, if there is any on the academic
achievement in Mathematics. The study sample comprised of (60) low self-efficacy pupils, they were
divided into two equal groups: Experimental group and control group. A {raining program including
modeling, persuasion, reinforcement and feedback was applied on the experimental group. Then, Math
self-efficacy scale was applied on the two groups immediately after the program and re-applied after
(300 days of the program.

Results indicated that there are significant differences at the level of (.01 between the average of the
experimental group scores and the average of the control group scores in math self-efficacy, in favor of
the former. Thus the program proved to be effective in improving Math sell-efficacy.
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Dinarzad’s Children: An
Anthology of Contemporary
Arab American Fiction

by Pauline Kaldas, Khaled Mattawa

Paperback: 336 pages
Publisher: University of Arkansas Press; (November 1, 2004)
ISBN: 1557287813

This colleetion offers up a mix of new and previously published works,

ereating a literary road map to Arab American literature today. The nineteen au-
thors represented are of Lebanese, Palestinian, Syrian, Egyptian, and Libyan de-
scent, some with established reputations, others new young writers. They tell
tales about Muslims and Christians, recent immigrants and fuily assimiliated Americans, teenagers and grand-
mothers, guerillas and peaeeniks, professors, housewives, grocers, bookies, those who long for their home-
land, and those who refuse to speak Arabic. By tumns sassy or lyrical, biting or humorous, always moving,
these stories are good reading and an important eontribution to the body of American ethnic literature.

Being Smart about Gifted
Children: A Guidebook for
Parents and Educators

by Dona J. Matthews, Joanne Foster

Paperback
Publisher: Great Potential Press; (November 2004)
ISBN: 0910707669

Written for parents and educators - espeeially those who live and work

with gifted/high ability children - the authors describe ways to develop children's
natural abilities.

Introducing the "mystery" and "mastery” models of gifted education, they invite
controversy by ehallenging several commonly held assumptions.

They then present practieal strategies to help parents and educators identify and
nurture the abilities of children with high potential.

This book answers the charges that special programs for gitted children are elitist. The authors demonstrate
that it is simply appropriate to provide educational experiences that each child needs at a particular time.

Five Things I Did Right and
Five Things I Did Wrong in
Raising OQur Children: Lessons
Learned Looking Back

by Sarah Maddox.

Hardcover: 176 pages
Publisher; Broadman & Holman Publishers; (October 30, 2004)
ISBN: 080543142x

Throughout her speaking ministry, Sarah Maddox has spoken to and taught
thouands of young mothers. She has often been asked the question, What would
you do diffcrently in raising your children if you had to do it again?"

Five Things I Would Change and Five Things I Wouldn't Change in Raising Our
Children allows Sarah to answer that question. She ehoosesten areas of ehild
rearing to reflect with the hindsight of wisdom on some things she did right and some things she wished werc
different.

Mothers will benefit from the lessons Sarah has learned, some of them the hard way.
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Everything Parent’s Guide To
Children With Dyslexia: All
You Need To Ensure Your
Child's Success (Everything:
Parenting and Family)

by Abigail Marshall

PABENT' S LAAPE 10

Paperback: 320 Pages; Dimensions (in inches): 9.00x6.00
Publisher: Adams Media Corporation; (October 30, 2004}
ISBN: 1593371357

virare vour ehilds seecess
Although dyslexia affects 10 to 15 percent of the U.S. Population, only 5 outof ——guaga -
every 100 dyslexics are recognized and receive assistance. If you're the parent of
a child with dyslexia, this statistic can be disconcerting, especially when it comes to your child's academic
performance and developing social skills. The Everything (r) Parent's Guide to Children with Dyslexia, by
Abigail Marshall gives you a complete understanding of what dyslexia is, how to identify the signs, and what
you can do to help your child. This authoritative book seeks to alert parents to the special needs associated
with this leamning disability and offers practical suggestions for getting involved in the classroom.

Hard Questions For Adult SRR
Children And Their Aging B ard fo::_ et
Parents: Facing The Future ¥ adul Chib
Together, With Courage And Compassion © e AgIng Paicl
by Susan Piver i

Hardcover: 128 Pages . ,
Publisher: Gotham; (October 7, 2004) E Fuesing
ISBN: 1592400779 Trae

Ceurags 4ud C
Zapan bl

New York Times bestselling author Susan Piver brings her wisdom and insight i s

to the miliions of readers who must confront the process of caring for elderly

parents.

Witnessing the declining health of a parent, and the inevitable thoughts of mortality that accompany the pro-

cess, can take a heavy emotional and physical toll-particularly if parents and children find it awkward to com-

municate their fears and needs to one another. To remove the boundaries and enhance these necessary di-

alogues, Susan Piver applies her thought-provoking question - and - answer format to The Hard Questions for

Adult Children and Their Aging Parents.

With 100 questions on topics ranging from the practical to the emotional, Susan makes it possible to have

candid, comforting conversations that will have lasting benefits. The book is divided into categories, in-

cluding questions for siblings only and for parents only, followed by specific questions regarding finances,

health care, legalities and paperwork, housing, relationships, personal history, and spirituality - all designed to

facilitate this delicate process and give all members of the family time for contemplation.

Moving on: Supporting
Parents of Children With
Special Educational Needs
by Alison Orphan

Paperback: 112 pages
Publisher: David Fulton Publishers, Ltd.; (September 30,2004)
ISBN: 1843121131

Written by a parent of children with special educational needs, this book tackles
emotional as well as practical issues. It is a valuable, time - saving resource for
anyone working with parent groups and contains material for ten group sessions. sl
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The book includes: detalied explanatory notes to supplement session plans; personal anecdotes that highlight
what parents may feel as the sessions progress: and a photocopiable pro-forma.

Star Children: Understanding
Children Who Set Us Special
Tasks And Challenges

by Georg Kuhlewind

Paperback: 160 Pages
Publisher: Temple Lodge Publishing; (November 30, 2004)
ISBN: 190263649x

While working on this book the following happened to me: As 1 cheeked in at
the airport in Hamburg a young couple was in front of me, and the mother had a
three-to-four-month old baby in her arms. All of a sudden the baby tumed round,
looked me straight in the eye, and T was deeply shaken; for that was not the look
of a baby but of a very self-aware adult, a wise one, and he appeared to see right through me" Georg Kuh-
lewind.

Who are the star children? In recent years, much has becn written about "gifted” children with special abil-
ities, sometimes called "indigo children" or "crystal children.” It is said that these children are coming to earth
to help humanity in its development. Based on extensive research, Georg kuhlewind confirms that this new
generation has been incarnating among us for the past couple of decades. This cvent, he states, is one of the
most important of our age.

Unlike many other contributors to this discussion, Kuhlewind gives us the necessary background to follow ex-
perientially what he has to say. He takes us consciously and scientifically into the realm from which we all
enter the world as babies, "irailing clouds of glory”. We all possess the tools he describes for taking this path:
our thoughts, our heart forces, and our willpower. By using these faculties with full attention - by focusing
our attentiveness and eliminating everything else - we can enter the realm of the spirit where the prevailing
laws are different from those on Earth.

The author helps us by closing each chapter with themes for contemplation and meditation.

Star Children is a compelling addition to the literature on the theme of "Special children”, offering a unique
perspective based on spiritual science and research.
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Dr Mirra at Ibn Ruchd hospital testifies of some kinds of injuries inflicted on the children by
parents or other family members:

- Burns with the beiling water.

- Burns with the hair dryer (in the public area).

- Burns with the iron. @

Dr M.T. Brighet, a general practitioner adds:
- squinting as a result of heavy slapping.
- Bruises, Concussious and lacerations.
- Wounds and cuts.
- Slamming or pushing the child on the wall.
- Bone fracture.
- Freezing exposure as a resolt of sleeping in the street,

Dr M.T.Brighet also evokes the case of an Algerian child who had his fingers amputated
after being hit savagely by his father for having damaged the couch. The sofa was replaced
whereas the father has sunk in grief.

Some parents were shocked at themselves since, they didn't know how violent they could be
until they had children. Indeed, some apologized to their children or explained that they
were going through a period of hard work, tension or stress.

In this case, as mentioned before, violence is an effective action but, it can quickly become a
habit of dealing immediately with emotional situations, that may arise at any moment of the
day. As a result, violence in the family can serve as a means of communication. However, its
consequences on the child can be troublesome.

In sum, I wish to make it clear that in the absence of values and social norms against
corporal punishment, whether in schools, in child care settings, in the family or even in the
street, the existence of written laws and severe sanctions against abuse of any kind is not
enough by itself.

Therefore, I am compelled to suggest programs that belp can change norms and practices by
reeducating newly married couples,teachers and child care professionals as well as
discrediting the male-dominant ideology which weighs heavily on our society. Moreover,
controlling the family size and improving economic and housing conditions may contribute
to the decrease of intra-family violence,

Finally, a child is more likely to become a non-aggressive person if, his/her parent not only
holds the value that aggression is bad hut also, prevents it from happening by means other
than physical punishment. Many parents think that in rearing the child, they have to choose
between affection or leniency and discipline or aggression.

In reality, the correct approach to children's education includes both aifection and
discipline. The child should be rewarded for a good conduct however, he must he diseiplined
in case of mishehavior with an appropriate and non-aggressive method. Thus, I suggest that
parents use non-violent means in rearing their children but, in the case of absolute necessity,
I encourage them to accompany a physical punishment with a convincing explanation.
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Also, it is important to recall sex and gender relationships in order to understand the origin
of intra-family violence. For example, in Algeria as in the Arab-Muslim world, where the
family is patriarchal, one observes elements of patriarchy such as the right of males to be
serviced by females, the right of males to discipline youngsters and, the acceptance of male
violence towards women.

Thus, beside the parents, the elder brothers exercise customary power over younger
members of the family in general and young females in particular. Thus, violence is taught to
young boys not only for self-defense but, for belping the parents to discipline and control
non-submissive females as well. Consequently, the male has total control over his sister
whether or not she is older or more educated.

In some cases, even married women in our society complain from their brothers' harshness.
For example, the case or Nassima (18 years old) is common being at home, Nassima was
forbidden by her older brother from leaving the house, at all times, with no chaperon. One
day, as she was secretly going downtown with a female friend, she bumped into him in the
street. As a result, Nassima was brought back home with heavy kicks and punches. Once
arrived, her brother still behaving like a madman hit her this time with a pair of pincers.
Nassima lost her sight while, her brother remained unpunished. This deliberate and horrible
incident bas been overlooked by the entire family and, turned into an unfortunate and

umintentional accident. According to this family, Nassima was as guilty as her brother™.

Such violence practiced by Nassima's brother could be due to repressive norms of sexual
relationships prevailing in our Muslim society. For example, not only sex is considered as a
sin in this society but, it is also seen as an intrinsic evil since it is prohibited along with other
interpersonal relations. Therefore, males who are given the heavy task of safeguarding
women' s honor may show an aggressive behavior toward the least sign implying or leading
to an interpersonal relationship between the two sexes. Thus, standing on the balcony or
going downtown without a chaperon is interpreted by extremist families as a threat to the
family and therefore is socially condemned.

Usually, parental physical punishment includes such things as:
- slapping the child's hand.
- smacking the child's face.
- spanking using a hand, a leather belt, a stick or a water pipe.
- Shaking the child.
- Burmning the child with a mateh or a cigarette.
- Punching, Kicking and pinching.
In addition to physical punishment emotional abuse inclndes:
- Insulting the child for the least clumsiness.
- Insulting the child in front of relatives, school friends or strangers.
- spitting on the child's face.
- Underestimating and bumiliating the child at all times.

In terms of the methods of parental violence, the mothers are more violent than the fathers
for every kind of violence except punching or kicking. This is explained by the fact that
mothers spend more time with the children.
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method of control. As a result, the latest may easily turn into abusive parents For exemple,
Mrs M. Amina, a mother of six chudren says:

Living in a 3 bedroom - apartment with these young devils in charge, one has to be extremely
patient not to use violence. Moreover, being a nuclear family we receive no help with the kids
from other relatives.

In fact, violent behavior is only a response to frustration, anger, strain and fatigue. Bud, it is
also true that today's children are extremely difficult to rear.

Undoubtedly, child abuse occurs in all different classes. However, lower class family
members have fewer alternative resources of any kind as compared, to other family
members belonging to another social class. In fact, low class people have less prestige, money
or power and consequently suffer greater frustration and distress.

In addition to financial problems, low class parents could have experienced physical abuse
during childhood and may suffer from health problems. Such parents were themselves given
little attention or affection as children, a situation which creates a need for a response that
will redress the imbalance of their past. Furthermore, the class factor leads us to say that
rich people have many ways and more opportunities to escape and move off the children for
a while. Whereas, poor parents are condemned to stick to their children.

Besides, this high class does not suffer from the problem of overcrowding and high cost of
living.

Although abusive parents have low emotional control, the abuser dees not hit the child until
he can rework the situation but, once be is convinced that the child deserves a physical
punishment then, his super-ego approves the attack and punishment. Who among us ucver
heard a furious parent shouting while beating a child?

"Didn't 1 warn you agaiu and again...?" In sum, once the physical attack is over, these
parents still feel anger and frustration because mistreating the child is painful to both
parents and children.

In addition to the emotional and the psychological problems, early marriage, immature
parents and low educational level can be direct causes of violence since, all these lead to
continuouns disagreement and underestimation between the sponses. Overwork, anxiety and
homesickness also tend to evoke an aggressive action. This situation is manifested by Mr
A.Nacer (4 children) who says:

My wife is a kind person. She is usually gentle and patient with the Kids, but I often notice a
change of attitude whenever, she stays too long with the children without really being in
contact with her friends or her family. She either keeps silence or, shows brutality in making
the Kids comply with her rules. It only takes a week-end with her own family to turn her into
a loving mother again, I personally take it as a sign of having had enough with babysitting,
washing and cooking. It is important to balance hetween her obligations and leisure time,

As well, intermarriage, which is still a common phenomenon in our society, can produce
stress and conflict in the family, a sitnation which provokes a violent behavior. As Mrs. B,
Jasmine (5 children) puts it:

I married my cousin and, we both love each other hut, living with my aunt and cousins
makes our life miserable. For us, daily quarrels are becoming a way of life. But the problem,
is when my husband runs of patience, he either gets back at me or at the children.
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parent feels an imbalance (je: that the children are giving less than wbat they are getting} a
situation of conflict is created and may reach the point of emotional or physical abuse Here,
parents ask the children to satisfy their requirements for counter payments of devotion, care
and concern. This give and take relationship may be harmless at that moment, and the
intention of the parents may be both legitimate and positive. It may even be understood by
the children themselves but, perpetuation of such violent behavior may hbecome devastating.

In fact, these parents ignore that they are emotionaliy abusing their children, and believe
that they are only doing what is best for them. They don't even notice the effort made by the
children to satisfy them, or at least to receive back a sign of their approbation. Despite
parental mistreatment, abused children never put hlame on their highly demanding parents
but, it remains that they nourish a feeling of guilt and incapability of holding their parents’
love and attention.

Unfortunately, such children grow up with low self-esteem, high fear and suspicion that
follow them to adulthood. As a resnlt, physical abuse is a long-term hazard to children's
normal health and development.

In sum, child abuse history can bhe traced in the family of the abuser where, parents were
probably raised in the same way that they have to rear their own children. Therefore, abused
children are more likely to become as violent as their parents once they grow up.

Albeit, parents teach their children that violence is bad and conflicting with Islamic norms
and values, yet they start showing them at an early age that violence serves one's ends. In
such cases, although the children who are exposed to abuse, may have learned how painful
and frustrating abuse is, they internalize it as a mode of dealing with their own children.

Consequently, abused children, once adults, already know effective and imeffective
techniques to use in rearing and disciplining the children. In this way, intra-family violence
is passed along from generation to generation.

Thus, child abuse can be attributed to many factors that directly or indirectly provoke child
beating in the Algerian family. In addition to the cultural factors, the socio-economic
conditions may have an important explanatory power for child abuse.

Indeed, parents tend to be more abusive when they have problems like unemployment, stress
or instability. As a way of overcoming these difficulties, they tend to release their fear and
frustration in physical attacks on their children. Parents who are subject to unwanted
pregnancy or, who think that children are the cause of their problems, may be aggressive
with them,

As well, parents may have aggressive tendencies towads a problem child (a child who is
disahled, not sharp or handicapped).

Also, there is a high physical violence in large families since the number of children often
creates financial, emotional and psychological charge for the parents. Hence, the correlation
between poor child care and large family size is conspecuous in the Algerian society ; a
society, where only few parents are patient enongh to use communication and reward in
dealing with their children.

It is alse observed that while many parents allow their children to spend most of their free
time playing in the steets thereby, avoiding the use of physical punishment, nevertheless this
practice is considered as a sign of abandonment and neglect. Contrary to such parents,
others try hard to give their children time and concern but, choose physical punishment as a
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deliberate acts and accidental ones, abusive parents do not fear legal proceedings. As a
matter of fact, it rarely comes to the mind of a family member, a neighbor or even a Doctor
in the emergency ward to bear witness of abusive incidents and conditions.

Beyond that, we often observe parents calling on the community's help in order to back up
the traditional family patterns. Clearly, this tolerant attitude observed in the Algerian
society reflects the cultural approval of certain measures of pbysical abuse of children by
their parent. Nevertheless, parents or caretakers do not abuse children by instinct. Their
behavior is not explained so much by the caltural theory which emphasizes the approval of
violence in the value system and social norms of the society, as hy their prior socialization in
which they experienced abuse.

In fact, parents want their children very much to be good (meaning obedient, well brought
up, respectful and attentive to their dictates). They consider that a bad upbringing wounld
affect their children's future lives adversely. From this perspective, it is reasonable that they
punish their children at an early age for failure to achieve their expectations. As a result, the
child is socialized and trained iu his young days iu the use of force and violence. In this way,
young chidren are transformed into adults inculcating in them the values, the norms and the
social role hahits of the family and the society as a whole.

Like the cultural theory, the social control theory can also be very important in explaining
violence in the family. This theory argues that violence is a resource which can be used to
achieve desired ends. It is then, an ideal action where the person conceives of a goal and
establishes a set of means to reach the goal. Force is meant to stop others from doing
something we disapprove, either at the time they do it or, in the future because of a
punishment experienced in the past or a threatening one in the future. In our case, force
occurs only when parents want to prevent young children from carrying out deviant,
improper or wrong acts. But the fact remains, that force and its threat are still used in the
socialization of children who corne to believe that force is useful and desirable.

Another explanation that could help us understand child abuse better has to do with parents'
expectations. Generally speaking, abusive parents expect far higher performances from their
children than ordinary parents. These standards are so high and unrealisic that a normal
child can never attain. Dr Mirra, the Forensic pathologist at Ibn Ruchd Hospital (Annaba)
testifies of the following cases:

1- A ten years old boy has been put in a pan full of boiling water by his adoptive brother
hecause the wife of the latest daily complains of the boy's urinating in bed.

2- An adolescent went to the hospital with her mouth sawn by her elder brother and his wife.
The couple could not stand hearing the girl's voice any more. @

In fact, some parents wish that their children fill their own lack (ie succeeding in school if
they themselves have a low level of education). Others may feel diminished or unjustly
punished by God if their children fail to meet their high expected standards. For example, a
mother who was deprived from school would want her son to be either a doctor or an
engineer, and a father who is not prestigions but who values prestige, may want his son to
engage in the Army or the Navy. The children who do not bring in an income and do not
help with the housework, have to be loyal, obedient and respectful toward their parents. And
in exchange, the parents give affection, financial and emotional support, security and daily
assistance to their children.

Usually, parents take pains to provide all the necessities of life for their children, and if a
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my hot tempered father, to spend the night on the terrace or in the staircase even in winter. [
shiver at the mere thought of my youth. In fact, what was embarrassing and shameful for me
as a child became humiliating and agonizing for me today as a grown up person.

In osing physical punishment, Algerian parents not only believe that they do such a thing
because the children deserve to be punished when they exhert a misconduct rather, they are
convinced that punishment is beneficial to them as being a part of their education. As a
result of this, habitually a lot of incidents of violence occur in the Algerian family because
they are considered by adults in general and parents in particular as a necessary educational
tool.

In our society, physical punishment is accepted and often encouraged by adult members, out
of fear of the harm that can come to the child if he/she is not adequately disciplined. Indeed,
some parents, even believe that if their own parents were more severe and more punitive
towards them, they would have been successful at work today. Thus, violence is used first, to
teach and control and; second, to discipline and punish mishehavior. In fact, it is viewed as
an effective tool for educating and contrelling children”.

Mrs B.Atika (4 children) and A.Samia (3 children) explain respectively:

- Mrs. B.Atika: Well, for me the stick is a way of calling to order. I often use it to straighten
up the child. If I give strict orders and the child impudently disobeys, then spanking is the
rule.

- Mrs A.Samia: As long as the child is old enough to understand and differentiate between
what is good and what is definitely wrong but, when he goes out of the way, then he deserves
to be beaten.

These statements clearly show that when a parent [ails to communicate a message to a child
or, when the child himself does not get the message there is nse of physical violence. Parents
use spanking or slapping to teach a child how to behave well, or show a submissive behavior.
Thus, they feel that physical force is an understandable technique to teach children quickly
and efficiently. This is explained by the fact that parents [ail to educate their offsprings by
osing other methods such as patience, communication, or non-violent scolding methods
which they generally think of as being slow acting and dissatisfying.

Moreover, in the Muslim world in general, and in the Algerian society in particular, physical
punishment is a culturally accepted social practice. Therefore, as long as the abuse does not
result in a physical handicap or death, physical punishment does not derange and remain a
family matter. As well, our society has developped absolute taboos against corporal
punishment and, eventhough it has adopted strict laws and sanctions aghinst its use, practice
of physical punishment in the Algerian society is neither denounced nor discouraged by the
young people of today.

Futhermore, in this society, the child is considered as the property and the responsibility of
his parents and as such, parents have absolute control over his/her life. In addition, teachers
at their discretion (in spite of the annual letters of recall from the ministry of education
against corporal punishment), still use physical force against their students for purposes of
teaching and discipline.

As a result of all this, child abuse in our society is dealt with as a pattern of interaction
between the parent or the caretaker and the child. Moreover, since the Algerian penal law
failed to establish criteria for identifying abnsive treatments and differentiating hetween

139



19 plden? | 3 kel

A pall AT galat) Alyve

Anissa Assous
Chargée de Cours - Sociology Dpt
College of Arts and Human Scies
University of Annaba, Algeria.

Each year, hundreds of children are brutally beaten, abused and sometimes killed by their
parents or a relative in the Algerian society. For this reason, this article will shed light on this
issue,

In pre-colonial and colonial times, most Algerian institntions made a point of physically
punishment on children (ex: Both the Koranic and colonial schools, the police and the
military forces and the family). Due to the wide practice of this phenomenon, after the
independence, the Algerian penal law was enacted; a law which not only forbade corporal
punishment in schools, public and child care services centers but, also established criteria for
preventing abusive incideuts in the family. For example, according to the articles 269, 270,
271 and 272 of the Algerian penal law:

Anyone who hits or injures a child nnder the age of 16, intentionally, or deprives him from
food, attention or concern at the point of endangering his bealth or, subjecting him to any
kind of abuse, is likely to be punished by imprisonment from 1 to 5 years; in addition to a
fine penalty has to be paid between 500 and 5000 Algerian Dinars. In the case, where the
abused child falls ill or becomes incapable of working for more than 15 days, the
imprisonment is set between 3 and 10 years. In the case, where abuse results in bone fracture
or loss of sight - imprisonment is raised to 20 years. Finally, in the case of death, abusive
parents are likely to be sentenced to life imprisonment"a).

To illustrate the commonness of the phenomenon of child abuse, a series of testimonies is
given here by some of the victims:

- Mohamed (13 years old): when I entered school, I could not perform academically well or
compete successfully against my peers as well as my parents wished. But my failure to be a
good student in school and a sharp boy in the street was disappointing to both of them. As a
result of my lack of accomplishment, I was underestimated, humiliated and scolded at the
first opportunity.

- Amina (12 years old): I am the eldest of six brothers. My mother expects me to take good
care of my brothers, as well as help her with the housework. I feel just like a maid in this
house. Sbe shouts my name all day long: Amina do this, Amina do that... In fact, she doesn't
even care whether I study or not; the main thing for ber is to charge me with domestic
worries, if only it weren't with the stick over my head.

Indeed, this kind of child abuse affects kids psychologically even in their adultheod as Samir
(28 years old) puts it:

By way of punishment for any kind of misbehavior, I was often expelled from the house by
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