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»12 Effective Ways to Help Your Add/Adhd
Child : Drug-Free Alternatives for Attention-
Deficit Disorders
by Laura J. Stevens

Paperback - 288 pages (August 31, 2000) Avery
Pub Group; [SBN: 158333039
Book Description

A parent's guide to effective techniques for
combating the difficultles faced In raising a chilg with ADDYADHD.,

Helping a child with ADDYADHD can be a frusirating process that
requires an understanding of the varions biochemical and nutritional factors
involved. This comprehensive guide offcrs the information parents need to
recopraze these factors. Included also are dietary sugpestions and tips for
avoiding allergens.

+ Webster’s New World Children’s Dictionary
(Webster's New World Children’s Diction-
ary, 2nd Ed) (!
TDG Books Worldwide; ISBN: 00286331250, T i(ig'e“ <

Designed as transition dictionary for readers in Dlﬂ&ﬂnuw
hte-slementary  school, Webster's MNew World :
Children’s Dhctionary bridges the gap between
simple, picture-based  dictionaries and the
dull-but-necessary ones we all reach for when faced with unknown words.
The medimm-sized text, example sentences that accompany most
definitions, and the miniature pronunciation guide on every page all work
nicely together to epsure that Kids will understand correct usage without
getting overwhelmed with detail. Also included are maps, history and
geography pages, aI'IC! an introductory thesaurus.
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ABSTRACT
Effect of Foreign Language on the Mother
Tongue of the Arab Child

Najat Al-Mutawa
Kuwalt University

The paper deals with the impact of FL on the mother tongue of the Arab child.
Two contradicting claims as discussed. First, some educationists argue that
learning FL in addition to the mother tongue is likely to lead to interference
resulting in a negative effect on the child's ability to absorb his mother tongue
(Arabic). Others, however, hold an opposite claim.

The conflict between the two views persists for a number of neasons, namely the
nature of the foreign language, the optimal age, the educational ladder. Other
reasons include the methnd of teaching, and whether FL is taught as a subject or
wsed as 2 medivm of insteclion for other subject-areas.

The paper concludes hy recalling some factors that can be wilized in order to
reduce the negative impact of FL on the child's mother tongne. This involves
deferring the commencement of FL w the stage where the pupil has mastered his
mother tongue. Another factor focuses on Arabic language cutriculum and
developing the competency of those who teach it. Such measures are likely to lay
foundation, for the mother tongue so that it goes beyond the stage where fears can
arise from the interference of another language.
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ABSTRACT
Kuwaiti Children’s Share of Toys
and its Relationshios to some Variables

Dr. Ali Al Habib
Kuwait University

This gtwdy aims to ldettify the perceptions of parents believes oward o¥s that
were bought or their children with respect to soine variables, the questions were:
I- Which kind of toys that Kuwaitian Family concentrate for their children?
2- What is the Kuwaitian child's share from those toys?
3- What are the differences between the children share according to their renk in
the family?
4- What are the differences batween the children's toys according to mother s
education level?
5 What are the differences between the children’s toys according o the
farn ily income?
6 What are the differencas batween the children'y toys according to the
educatonal area
The researcher followed the descriptive and analytical approach to apalyze the
results. The sample consisted of 944 mothers and were chosen randomly from
different areas in the siate of Kvwait. The results were:
1- Dristinguished foys wers concentrated by the family compaiati vely With other foys.
2- The child’s share of the social toys was five iumes of Lhe other wys,
3- The last chik gains dw: kess responds comparatively with first and middle children.
4- There is a correlation between the mother's educational level and the child’s
share from the educational 0¥ s and math toys.
5- No significant difference was found between the child® s share of all the kind
of 10¥s and the family income,
6- Thers is a signifigant difference betwesn the family sducational area and
social, educational toys only.
Same recommendations wete given for future studies,
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Imagination, spurred by sponmtancous play and mertiment has limits, it
encoinpasses  mischief, boldness, unconditional friendships, generosity,
kind-heartedness and bravery . In Villa Villekulla, the children expenience all these
aspects and 50 does the child resder. As adults, we should understand amd
safeguard these aspects regardless of whatever annoyance they may cause us. The
mischievous child's ery in 1 am not naughty cannot be tgnored. For it is a cry of
fear of punishment for damage which the mischigvous child has cansed
mintentionally, This child, like Tommy and Annika , needs o go to Villa
Villekulla to get rid of his fears, comforted and fulfilment of his dreams; to
exercise his creativity in a happy-po-Tucky pericd before he enters the well kept
gardens adulthood.
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The two boys rouse the dormant child in Nils, who, unti] then, has not been
allowed to wander out of the home for fear that he get lost, As he goes out with the
boys to celebrate his imagined birthday the day becomes the day of his real rebirth.
We hear him telling the nurse mischievously™...today is my birthday ", after which
he joins the boys in climbing a chery tree: his favourite childhood mischief
rekindled. He sits on a branch, dangles bis legs " as a small boy does ....." and fills
his hat with the biggest and sweetest cherries”.

Muss Nsais is a traditional folk-tale recently published as a picture bock. The
protagonist is a fictitions hero".... He was bom very tiny - the size of a fist...",
nick-named "Nuss Nsais”. And while the neighbour's children grow up fast, Nuss
WMsais stays little, and his voice remains that of a child even though he gets a tiny
mustachio.

But " Nuss Nsais * grows in determination, will, courage , wit, perception and
resourcefulness, Even thoogh the village people make fun of his size, he and his ”
super-goat” achieve for them what no man has ever achieved. One day he had his
friend go deer-hunting , Ilis friend is on horseback and himself is on his super-goat
that can fly . Nuss Nsais catches 4 few deer whilc his friend fails 1o catch any. Nuss
Nzais willingly gives the deer to his disappointed friend whe fears the scorn of the
village people . The villagers who do not know the truth, praise the friend and
mock Nuss Nsais , Nuss Nsais pays no attention.

The next day they go hunting again . They meet a ghoul who claims to be their
avnt . Nuss Nsais recognizes her but his friend believes her and does not heed Nuss
Nsais* warnings, Nuss Nsais decides to protect his friend, for he " never forsakes a
friend in times of need " . He plays tricks on the ghoul all night until she gets tired
and falls asleep. The two friends escape with the help of the flying goat . Later
MNuss Nsais , disgnized as a peddler of sweets, goes back to the ghoul. He tricks her
into one of the hoxes, locks it and (akes her to the village. At last he grows in the
eyes of the village people for his great eourage and ingenuity.

Thiz story does not deal with the ¢hild and his world which is full of
spontaneous play, mischief and imagination. Furthermote the span of childhood is
reduced to just a few words: ™ Nuss Nsals grew up very fast as children in stories
do......"

The story encoursges herojsin, an adult's herolsm in the face of danger, a

o
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{ hig sense of humour and the kind heart he reveals at times is
lds Drakdook for his mischief and accuses him of being lazy
h reproach Dakdauk shrinks in size and withdraws.” he beands

LT .

e feeling that Abu Sameh is itnpatient and unable to cope,
prablem and drives Dakdouk ie do such serious mischief that

mod wili created
forfedted when he s
and foolish. After
hiz head and sits in

The reader gets
Thisz campiicates

it almost kills hinh. Anxisty arising from jealousy has changed Dakdouk's
behavionr, as anxiety and fear from the vnknown changed Alfons. Ignoring such
migghief, or - - punighing it, can lead o really reckless behavicur instead of
the opposite.

What happens [to Dakdook also sheds light on familial and social
discrimination, Dakdouk natarally stands far the unproductive, " umimportant
child, but algo any citizen whose role In sogety is aor tangible and thus not duly
appreciated: the phitosepher, the wriler, the antdst.

the peak of literary|extultation when old Nils, sitting on a cherry tree branch,
declares that ™ sitting here is like sinting im Heaven ™ This expression is typical of
children and bere it ik utiered by an old man, soon expecting death. This short but
simple sentence holfs the essence of the story which however does not deal
directly with mischi¢f. The motif appears in various forms, which enhance the
theme of the story.

It all starts when Berra a boy of say ten, decides to "adopt* a grandfather since he
hasa't one. A grandfather is an asset, his friend UIf { the namator) sssures him. The
old man is speiuding his last days lonely and isolated, and willingly agrees 1o enter
the innocent game, He introduces his ™ grandson” to his fellow residents in the old
people's hame ‘and indulges in his new role which makes him happy and energetic,
}Emabesukilaleformehoysmdteﬂms them how to whistle. He confesses to them
how much he enjoyed, a5 a chikl, sneaking mto gardens of others and picking
cherries, like the teacher admivied her childish fright in the Alfon's siory, Thus both
stories reveal that the ™ child in the man/woman " can be kept alive.

hat
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rottine . He mostly pretends 10 have washed his hands before meals, and secretly
reads in bed with the help of a torch. Alon's obedient and ordesly behaviowr
wanries the father, which makes the reader understand that the father knows that
mischief and merriment are namwal characterisiics of children Alfon's age. An
obedient orderly and quiet child is a frightened and msecare child who should be
given proper attantion and care by adults around him.

The story shows that adults have an important role in elimioating worries and
fear of the unknown. Only when Alfon's father tells his son that there are hundreds
of children his age experiencing fear and anxiety for the same reason, can Alfons
relax and go to sleep, The next morning the teacher confesses to the children that
she was worried and couldn't sleep last night in anticipation of her first day with a
mw class. Alfons then feels much better and retams to his normal self, merry and
migchievous.

Alfons is a round character, realistic and comvincing. He reacts credibly in
different sitvation. His father sees the change im him and takes it sericushy. He
deals with the problem with love, care and understanding. He can cope with and
accept Alfon's mischief and ar the same time make efforts to  teach him the
regulations of daily life. We can easily imagine the Wild Baby turning into Alfons
when he becomes Alfon's age, ready to go to school . The mother in the former
story, and the father in this story share the understanding of children's mischief as
a flow of innocent mermment and they both accept it even though it can, at times,
be troublesome, risky, and annoying.

The cotresponding Palestinkan story, Drakdouk, is also about a sudden changs in
behaviour. Dakdouk is the farm’s rooster who does not feel any recognition from
the farmer Abu Sameh. He responds by doing mischief, he does foolish and even
dangerous things in order to draw aneotion t© himself. His longing for
appreciation, and his reactions, can easily be recognised by any child.

Dakdouk's action are a logical consequence of jealousy. They are signals meant
o make Abu Sameh aware of his partiality. Dakdouk allows Abu Sameh ample
tfime to make him change his approach. Abu Sameh notices Dakdouk's change of
behaviour and s worried but not enough to take it setiously, in fact be ignores i,
where he should, like Alfon's father, try and find the reason and help his ward.

As a readat you can't understand Aba Sameh's behaviowr towands Dakdouk. The
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covar, The nature of small children is chararterised by continuous activity in order
to explore the world around. The author and the illustrator show us that the child
toes not listen to his mother's warnings and instructions, and that it is only natural
for a child to try the forbidden in order to discover and learn by himself. Children
acquire knowledge by imitating adults and through play, they learn about the world
without the inteeference of adults. Unawace of its dangers the wild baby even lights
a fire- and manages to quench it as well,

The illusirations show the mother as a good-natured woman, not very young.
Since she is fond of childhood she can cope with her mischievous child.
Consequently, when the child is quiet, the mother suspects he must be iil, Based on
her instincl and daily vbservations, she knows that a calm and silent child is not a
heakhy one. Her baby's normal mischief is cartainly more tolerable to the mother
than the possibilities of the child getting lost or falling ill. Thus, there is never a
hint of rebuke or physical punishment. The mother does not take an anthoritarian
role. She is aware that mischief is a healthy characteristic of childhood that should
be meat with patience and love.

The piceures in full colours ¢nhance the text. They help draw the characters and
reveal seiting Moteover, they carry the reader into the child's envivonment with its
warmmth amd familiar details; sometimes fonny and ampsing. Such atmosphere
softens dramatic incidents and helps the reader in accepting innocent mischief. We
must sympathise with the mother and appreciate her tender tolerance,

The time as revealed by the illustrations is contemporary (there is electricity, a
car, a wactor, a telephone etc). The importance of play for healthy growth of the
<hild is a modem concept.

1 am not naughty is an episodic first personal narrative with ten illustrations
each covering two pages. The 170 words of the book are scanered on the
illustrations and form part of them. The setting is revealed by the illustrations
which add to the episodes and carry the reader beyond the limited text, into the
pace of action the physical world of 3 6-7 year old child, his home, school and
garden. Like in the Swedish book the time is contemporary, which is important
since the story deals with a problem comfronting young Palestinian children
nowadays,

The avthot choice of 2 child narrator engbles him to deal with the theme

Nat
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The Concept of Mischief in some Swedish and Palestinian
Children's Books A comparative Study
Samih Abboushi

INTRODUCTION

K mischief & childhood characteristic? If so, why is it insufficiently dealt with
in Palestinian childrers literature,

I have revlewed some modern Swedish and Pulestinian children's books in an
attempt 1o compare "The Universal and the Particular "and to investigate whether
Swedish wrters of children's staries have been able to rise from the local to the
universal, In the process the concept of "mischief”, as a universal characieristic,
caught my attention. Theugh apparently ubiquitows, it i dealt with quite differently
by the Swedish and Palestinian writers, thus reflecting the divergent cultures of sach.

An appropriate start, I reckoned, would be consulting some Arabic snd Enplish
dictionaries to find synonyms and definitions of the weord "shaquawa”, the best
Arabic equivalent of the English "mischiaf". My first suspicion of a perceivable
cultural gap was reinforced.

Accopding 1o Arabic dictionartes shaguawa is "The cause and source of harm,
an act thai annoys and provokes"(Al Mawrid), or "ap act harm, hurt, insult,
offence, annoyance” etc.(Hans Weir)

Compare this to the English; Mischief "Foolish or thoughtless behaviour that
may cause trouble, playing ticks , do navghiy things (children) innocent or
lighi-hearted merriment."(The Advanced Learners Dictionary of Current English ),
or ; "Cooduct or action that is anmoying but playful especially by children (The
Random House Dictionary).

Thus it is clear that Arabic meaning of the word doss not imply innocence and
merriment, whereas the English meaning is not limited 1o harm and annoyance but
Includes playfulness. '

The following study will point to this by comparing a few modem, illustrated
childeen's books that deal with mischief as the main theme, or reflect mischief in
oider to throw light upon the main theme,

Finally a Paicsiinian folk-tale is also matched to the phenomenon of the
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