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A Future Program in Science Curricula for Gifted and Talented Students
in the UAE Knowledge Society

Adel Abou Elezz Salama
College of Arts and Humanities — University of Sharjah U.A.E.

Abstract

The study of science and mathematics holds a great importance in the Arab society.
Indeed, the whole world believes that science and math are the basis for progress and
prosperity. In order to support our children in the schools of gifted and talented students and
develop their capacity to think at higher levels, it is necessary to employ special curricula
and special teaching and evaluation methods. Given the interest of the UAE in education as
a national security concern and as a means to attain the highest degrees of perfection and
quality, it was necessary to give attention to gifted and talented students. In order for this
attention to be scientifically grounded, the tendency was towards focusing on the discovery
of talented students through the use of well-determined scientific methods and tools that are
in tune with the environment and culture of the UAE. In light of this a following research
question was formulated: Do science curricula in the UAE meet the necessary requirements
for the preparation of talented and gifted learners? The study’s sample consisted of (320)
teachers from Sharjah, Dubai and Ajman The results showed that (80%) agreed on what
indicators and topics should be included in the science curricula for gifted and talented
students, and of opening an Institute for Science and Mathematics in Sharjah under the
supervision of the Ministry of Education and the University of Sharjah.
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