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Program Based on Applying Behavior Modification the Effectiveness of a Family
Counseling Strategies
in Training Moderate Mentally Retarded in Some Independent Skills

Majida Said Obaid
Lecturer in The Intermediate University College, Jordan

Abstract

The study aimed at examining the effectiveness of a programme designed to guide families to
applying behavior modification strategies in training their moderate mentally retarded children in
some independent skilis.

The sample was selected from the waiting list of Al Manar Center for Mental Retardation at the
Sport City. The sample comprised of (28) cases with moderate mental retardation, and was divided
equally into two groups; an experimental group (14), and a control group (14).

The adapted behavior staudard was applied as a pre test to determinc the skills they had been
trained in, then after the training period again , which lasted for three months, the measure was
applied as a post test.

Both the children and their mothers were offered reinforcement by the visitor.

(ANCOVA) was used to analyze the data,

Tbe study results revealed substantial differences of statistical significance at (0.05) level in favor of
the experimental group.

The results also indicated the existence of statistically significant differences in alf areas of adaptive
criterion between the experimental and contrel groups except for the area of essential knowledge in the
dimensions of awareness and geueral information.

The study concluded that the mothers of the mentally retarded children and their children
benefited from training in the independent skills by using behavior modification strategies.
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Psychosocial Classroom Environment
In Special Needs and Normal Students' Schools

Ali Mabdi Kazem Yousif H. Yousif Ibrahim Al-Harity Khawla Al-Mamari

Abstract

The objective of the study was to investigate the level of the psychosocial classroom environment in
special needs and normal students' Schools in Sultanate of Oman as perceived by the students, and the
role of variables such as student's gender (male, female), and type of school (special needs, normal
students' schools) in the levels of classroom environment. A questionnaire of 59 items, divided into
eight area in which the response for items is (Yes, No), was developed hy the researchers. The
questionnaire was administrated to a sample of 290 students {of whom 158 were special needs stndents,
and 132 were normal students). The t-test revealed that the level of classroom environment was
significantly high in all specified areas, but it was moderate for "imvolvement" area. The Multivariate
two-way ANOVA revealed no significant role for gender in the classroom environment, whereas the
role of the type of school was significant in favor of special needs' schools. Aceording to the results, a
number of recommendations and suggestions were drawa.
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